Heraclitus Ridens : 
T 
A Dialogue between feft and ae concerning the Times. 


Curclday, adarch the 7th. 1682. 


Earn. E fhall never pleafe every body, 
Brother 5 I am told the Author 
of N:w News from Tory-land 


and Tantivy fhive takes it ill,that 
we pals him by without any notice. 

‘ Feft, Nay then we (hall ne’r have done, if every 
whiffing Paper-dauber muft be regarded, but 
yet Icft he thould continue to mutter, (like our 
old Friend Quevedo’s Left-handed men, for want 
of a lafh) as if his Tail were not as well worth 
toafting as anothers, let’s een lug him in and 
fhow hun. 

Earn. ’Tis fuch a filly Tool, that we thall hard- 
ly make any cditying Difcourfe upon him. Firft, 
you have a Nonfentical falfe Tite, for inflead of 
New News, you have two or three very little old 
flratter'd Arguments, which have been urg’d and 
baffi'd.a hundred times over,and thefe with a Col- 
leG@tion of Spe.ches that are every day made at 
Billingfgate, make up his Pamphlet. 

"Jeff. By that I take the Author to be our for- 
mer Crony that itole the Looking-glafs3 and I am 
confirm’d in .the Opinion by fome Expreffions 
which feldom fall but froma man of fuch a fize 
of Wit, fuch as, to pleafe, the Politick Ends of 
People, p.2. and p. 3. it could not be the bleating 
of a feeble Obfervator or a fhatter-brain’'d Hera- 
clitus that could {tem the Torrent, &c. what a Mi- 
racle *twould’ke if bleating thould {tem a Torrent? 
and then p. 7. Back-biter, in ordinary to the Devil, 
whercas Satan is Back-biter in ordinary: himfelf 
and Accufer of the Brethren, p. 8.9. furrender Ad- 
miration, Theams of their Peans , deftroyd by de- 
firnction. Thefe do perfuade me, I fay, shat Spe- 
culum-F oilcr is the Author. 

Earn. Whoever be the Author, you may fee 
he’s very much in Paflion, his firft Page'is perhaps 
defign’d for-a merry or a witty one, but is meer 
madnefs; in his fecond that fit goes off by de- 
grees, fo that in his third when the fifth part of 
his Book is. over, he fays , He?] come to the point. 
And here according to his Title one- would ex- 
pect the New News; but it proves a:little So- 
phifm. If Difobedicnce to the KingsLaw be an! AG 
of Difloyalty, then are none more guilty than Ob- 
fervator and Heraclitus ; For the Kings pofitive 
Law, fays he, enjoyns, That: no perfon or perfons 
Shall prefume malicionfly to call or alledg ff, or ob- 
je againft any other perfon or perfons, any Name or 


Names, or other words of Reproach any way tending 
to revive the Memory of the late Differences or the 
Occafions thereof. But, fays he, contrary to this Law 
the names of Tory, Tantivy,. Whig and Fan ob- 
tain in all Companies. And yet none of thefé 
names were known when that Law was pro- 
mulg’d. 

Jet. You know by Crape-Gownorum, that-A- 
nachronifmus is his beloved Figure ; but pray how 
will you anfwer this Obye€tion ? how can you 
juttifie the reviving the Memory of the late Dif- 
ferences ? 

Earn. Juft fo as any honeft man may defend 
the killing of another, who puts him upon an un- 
avoidable neceflity of doing fo, or lofing hisown 
life: The Law pofitively forbids the-killing his 
Majefties Subjects, and it does prohibit the remem- 
bring of the late Rebellion, but ‘when we fee 
the Government ftrook-at by a rebellious Affocia- 
tion ( for inftance ) fo exactly like a former of 
inen of the fame Principles, and grounded upon 
the fame falfe but popular Clamours; I fay, that 
in thefe circumftances the Law does not de- 
fign that honeft men fhou'd be filent of thofe un- 
happy times, but thew the People the Rock upon 
which they are running, 

Jet. Is not our Author miftaken though, when 
he fays tis againft Law to revive the memory of the 
late differeoces, 1 fantie there are Laws that encou- 
rage {uch revival. 

Earn. Yes, or elfe the A& fer obferving the 
Anniverfary for the late Kings: Martyrdom, and 
for eftablifhing an Office peculier to that occa- 
fion, is abolifhed ; which revives the memory of 
thofe times to purpofe; and the Office fays of 
thofe Rebels; that they were Murtherers , - violent 
and blood-thirjty men, cruel men, Sons of Belial, &c. 

Feft. But your Author goes on, and talks very 
wellagainft Huzzah Loyalty, rauting, roaring; dam- 
ming, {wearing Loyalty, and brings a Clauie of a 
very good Proclamation to back it. 

. Earn. He chances in that to be too much in the 
right; and becaufe perhaps our Difcourfe may be 
heard farther than his, Vle read it to you, 

There are likewife another fort of men, of whom 
mee have heard much , and are fufficiently albamed, 
who fpend their time in Taverns, Tipling boufes and 
Debauches , giving no other Evidence of their affe- 
fimtoUs, BUT IN DRINKING OVR 

HEALTH, 





HEALTH, and inveighing againft all others, 
who are not of their own diffolute Temper and who 
in Truth have mre DISCREDITED OUR 
CAUSE, by the Licenfe of their Manners and 
Lives, than they could ever advance it by their Af- 
fettion or Courage. We hope that they will hereafter 
become Examples of Sobriety and Virtue. For the 
more effecinal reforming thefe men who are a Difcredit 
to the Nation, and anto any Caufe they pretend to fa- 
vour and wif well to; We require all Mayors, She- 
riffs, Fuftices, 10 be vigilant in their Profecution, &c. 

Jet. This indeed juftly upbraids a fort of men 
upon whom that Proclamation has. not had its de- 
fign, and who give no other Evidence of the 
Loyalty they prefcfs, than drinking the Kings 
Health, whocan the while quietly fuffer the breach 
of neceffary Laws, and tamely fee the faireft op- 
portunities of ferving his Majefties Interef, and 
confequently his Peoples, flide by, and yet with 
abundance of feeming affeCtion with his affairs in 
a better pofiure. But what’s all thisto the Ge- 
nerality of them who profefs Loyalty? A man 
cannot drink the Royal Health with a Huzzab, 
but thefe grave Cynicks can findan Invective for 
him : And yet if the Rabble in the moft tumul- 
tuous manner hoop and hollow at Courts of Ju- 
ftice, neither the mumping Courantier nor this fe- 
rioufly- mad News- Author take any notice of it. 

Earn. The man’s all for fober , ferious , tempe- 
rate Loyalty, and fo lam; ‘“‘and that, he fays, 
“will defend the King and Kingdom, though 
“there were ne’r a drop of Claret in the Nation, 
which I believe too. Buta great Enemy he pre- 
tends to be to the Dam-me men. 

Feft: By that Claret hangs a ftory, which Ile 
tell you by and by, But who would have thought 
tohave met with a Satyr upon any Vice from a 
Whig, at this time of day? Where are S. Achi- 
topbel for Loyalty, S. Zimri for Temperance and 
all other Morality 5 S. Shimei for Charity and Ho- 
{pitality, S. Hick of Colchefter, that has wrong’d 
no body thefe twenty years; S. Crefwellite tor 
Chatiity 5 and S. Proc. for Juftice and Honefty ? 
And truly for the CurfeDam-me , the laft time I 
heard it ( and I think I had not heard it in half 
a year bctore ) ’twas from Aaron 5 for going laft 
weck ucar Zemple-bar, 1 {awa man grin juft like 
our old Iceland Dog, and Dam-me, tays he, can't 
aman, &c. 1 enquiring his name and the occafion, 
I found ’twas that True Proteltant. 

Earn. And what could give him caufe, pray ? 
for he’s a meek man, fure, he elfe would not be fo 
much Carefs’d by the Sober Party. 

Felt. The Gentleman. with whom he was fo 
angry, had only faid that Aaren bad been very 
ative truly for the Proteftant Intereft.. 

Earn. Methinks that (hould not have troubled 
him, for Colledg himfelf, whofe Example I fup- 
pofe, the belt of ’em will not be afham’d to fol- 
low, does very much value himfelf upon fuch a 
Charatter from the Lord Shaftsbury; for p. 18. 
of his Trial, himfclf fays, after my Lord Shaft/- 
bury had told him, “‘ Colledg, thefe Irifb-men bave 
“canfounded all our bufinef,&c. that he {poke to 
Mr. Godfrey, and faid, Mr, Colledg bath not only 


been an boneft man, but an ufefcl and an atte man 
for the Proteftant Intereft. But let that pafs, and 
let’s to our Author again. 

Feft. His next Argument (if it may be fo 
¢alP'd ) is fallacious, and needs no confutation, 
as concluding from a particularto a general. Be- 
caufe His Majefty faid , that mile He was in Hol- 
land ( which by the way was the time when the 
Prcsbyterian Intereft was down in England ) He 
was attended by many grave and learned Minifters, 
whom He found perfons full of affection to Him; 
Ergd the Generality of fhe prefent Whigs can now 
have now dclign upon the Government. He 
would do well to make out, that becaufe Sir 
Matthew Hales {aid, Many of the Presbyterians bad 
merited highly in the bufine{s of the Kings Reftaura- 
tion, therefore they did not mainly promote the 
ruin of his Father. 

Earn. \ cannot deny but that they have been for 
the King, when their own Intereft was imbark’d 
in his Caufe: but let ’em fhew one effet towards 
his Reftauration when the power was in their 
own hands, or when they had the leaft hopes to re- 
gain it, and Ple never open my mouth againft ’em 
again ; and yet that had been the propereft time 
to fhew the .Loyalty which they impudently pre- 
tend ‘obein their Principles. But prethee make 
an end with this paltry Author. 

Jet. Iwill; becaufe I long tobe at the Claret- 
ftory ; and now we have little more to do with 
him. His laft Cavilat us is for not decrying ( as 
he words it ) the Perjuries, Forgeries and Suborna- 
tions of the times. The reft of his Pamphlet being 
nothing but {putter. 

Earn. To that ’tis foon anfwer’d, that we have 
decry’d Perjury till the Whigs were weary on’t. 
And for any other praGtices either either of Pa- 
pifts or Fanaticks let him take ’em to task him- 
felf or dire&t any body that fhall defire his advice. 
We'l difcourfe upon what Subje&t we take to be 
moft feafonable. Though]! have no skill in mili- 
tary Difcipline, yet I fanfie, that man may have 
lefs, who having undertaken to defend a certain 
Poft, thall defert it in danger, and betake himfelf 
to another which is already fufficiently defended. 
But now pray let’s have the Story you talk of, and 
then Ple leave you. 

Feft. *Tis this; You know there’s a little Ur- 
chin that pretends tothe Politicks, and feeds the 


~ Coffec-Houfes with written News. He comes into 


Man’s vother day and fits down by a worthy 
Gentleman ; and Well ( {ays the little pretty Fel- 
low ) His Majefty is putting the Laws in execution 
again(t Diffenters, and now they intend to put the Laws 
in execution againft him. 

Earn. O brave Diffenters! how can that be ? 

Feft. The Gentleman I told you of ask’d the 
Queftion, to which he replied, that their defign 
fhould be atchiev’d by hindering the Claret from 
coming in under thename of Spanifh Wine, and 
that would leffen the Cuftoms confiderably,becaufe 
it muft all be ftav’d. But the Loyal ftranger did fo 
{o mumble the Pragmatical Fool, that it fetch’d 
up that Modelty to which he has been a long time 
un-accuftomed, 
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